Stelmach leaves no doubt where his loyalties lie
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Some observers say the debate over the role of government in curbing global warming and environmental degradation in Alberta mirrors the national debate, with environmentalists urging the government to slow development and businesses warning of impending economic doom if governments interfere.

In reality, Alberta's situation is unique.

The businesses most opposed to government regulation in Alberta profit from the exploitation of mineral resources owned 100 per cent by the Albertan people. More often than not, these businesses are owned by foreign shareholders who delight at the record profits being earned by their investment, yet do not have to bear the consequences of development of a dirty, resource-intensive industry in their backyard.

Suggesting that the Alberta government adopt a hands-off approach is unacceptable. 

Unfortunately, subsequent governments have chosen this approach and now Albertans are seeing their environmental sustainability be rapidly diminished, oilsands royalty schemes are embarrassingly low, and almost no effort has been made to assess the extent of the damage posed by this industry to Albertans' health or environment.

Despite his promises to give Albertans a voice in the industry's development, Premier Ed Stelmach appears set to stay the course of his predecessor. Although submissions to the province's public "consultation" on climate change overwhelmingly favoured strong government action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, Stelmach has repeatedly refused to initiate any meaningful action.

Last Monday, he spoke to a private group of oil and gas business people instead of listening to the views of Albertans at a consultation being held nearby. Maybe it's time he hopped into bed with the Albertan people for a change?
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